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Upcoming Events

Growing Monarch Habitat + Plant Sale
Tuesday, May 16, 6:30/7:00 p.m.

Nokomis Community Center, 2401 East Minnehaha Pkwy in Minneapolis

Free and open to the public

The Nokomis Naturcscape gardeners have developed the Growing Monarch Habilat project to conneet
monarch conservation to the importance of native plant habitat. De Cansler, a science leacher working at the
University of Minnesota's Monarch Lab, will give a PowerPoint slide presentation on monarch life cveles.
incluading basic binlogy and habitat requirements. Vicki Bonk from the Nokomis Naturescape will present the
Growing Monarch Habitat project and the specific native plants monarchs prefer. A native plant Garden-to-Go
will be available for purchase. The $18 kit contuing a garden template. monarch habitat information. and 9
plants in 3.5" pots, wath the choice of 4 dry-mesic or a mesic-wet selection, Other plants favored hy monarchs
will also be avatlable.

Our annual plant saje will start at 6:30 pum. Save those native plants you're thinming out and donale them to our
plant sale. This is the best ume of the year 1o be tinmng them out. Pot tham up now, labet shem with name
tpreferably both common and botanical) and cultural requirements (sun, shade), and bring them at 6:00 p.m. s
we can get st up. No cultivars piease - just natives. Those who donate plants will get first choice of plants o
buy: members will be next in line. then non-members {you can always sign up to become a member at our
meetings ). Questions? Call Marly at Y52-927-653],

Nokomis Naturescape =
cery Tuesday. May-September . .

E-wrz 14 ¥ VR From the Presidents

6:30 p.m. until dusk ‘

Meet at the N.E. corner of Lake Nokomis. along 50th St. Gardeners” TO-DOS oo 3

Our chapter hix an exchange agreement with the Minneapolis Park ANNOUNCENICNtS coovves e s 3

and Recrearion Board: in return for the use of rhe community center Citant Challeige 4

for our meelings. we help maintain the native plant demonstration R M

site. Join us for some hands-on leaming and enjoy the company of Seed Germination., ..........c..c..... S

other native plant Lins. Hl?lp k‘ccp the movemenl growing by heing Report on April Meeting .o........ 6

part of our team one evening. The setting is beautiful and )

gratification is immediate! BOOK ReVIEW _...ccciisiveiiiininiiansinnins 1
New & Renewing Members.......... 7

Summer Tours Other EVents..........cccueveesiveeineenes 8

Remember that during the summer months there are no monthly Crossword Puzzie.

mectings: instead several tours will be available for members. The

lirst of these planned cvents is a tour of Landscape Alternatives.
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This witi be a meeting of sorts in that it is going to take place concurrently with the St. Croix Chapter.
Although not vet finafized the tentative date is 3:30 on 17 June. Confirmation of the date/time and details on
carpuoling, ete. will be sent to members as soon as it becomes available. A tour of the Greenway by bicycle
with probable opportunities for people in cars 1o meet at various points of interest is confirmed with no date
set. This tour will primarily focus on rain gardens that have been developed along this pathway, bul will alse
include other features of interest. The date for this is not set. but will be in late July or sometime in August.

for wpdates at wivw for-s

We tvpically hold evenes at least moathly. June. dnly, and August are wsually tours; our Spring Expo is held in
February or March: and in December we take o break. t addition, from May-September we offer hands-on
pariicipation ai the Nokomis Nuturescape. The remaining months we host presentutions, usually held at the
Nokomis Community Center. Doors open at 6:30 pan. Jor socializing and seusp, weetings stari at 7:00. Check
dd.org/chaptes sétwincities.

Message from the Presidents

John Arthur’s beautiful slide show, the great prexentations and demonstrations at the Spring Expo. John
Caddy’s program on journaling, learning ahout the “bones™ uf var gardens from Eric Olson. and just chatting
with other native plant enthusiasts all help us grow our skills ind enthusiasm for landscaping with natives. Our
chapter is fortunate to have many volunteers to thank for making these programs available to us and for lime
spent generating ideas, organizing activities, publicizing events. keeping Irack of membership, creating the
newsletter, paying bills, doing onrreach activities, and numerous other rasks.

If yon are interested in taking a more active part in our chapter, we would love to hear from you' Several
positions remain upen (Tours, Merchandise. Mentorship, and Nokomis Mantenance) and our board meetings
are both interesting sl fun. We have opportunities 1o staff booths at expos. we are loaking to arrange plant
rescues, and in May we resume our Nokomis Naturescape activites,

Our group gets free use ol our meeting room in the Nokomis park building in return for maintaining an arey at
the Naturescape. Volunteers work “Tuesday evenings 6:30-8:30 fram Muy-September planting, mulching. and
removing undesired plants. If's u great chance w expand your knowledge about natives and. almost equally
important. to learn weed idenufication. And there’s nothing like working beside someone 10 get to know that
person better. Last summer we started a adopt-a-plot program. dividing the aren into 10 sections. A person can
adopt a section as the main area where that person will work. B makes it casier to recognize the plants in that
area and 1o see what work needs 1o be done on that section. Anyone can work on any of the plots as needed, but

[ 1U's fun t have a specific arca to watch more closely, I you miss a Tuesday evening, you are welcome to

maintain your ared at a different time. Whether you'd like 1o adopt a plot or be a general maintainer, it would
be greal t have you there Tuesday evenings for fun, learning, and beautifying the Naturescape!

Want to hear more or volunteer? Call Kris Martinka at 612-822-2061.,

- Kris Martinka & Mary Schommer
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May-June-July Gardeners’ To-Dos

Spring has sprung and we hope you are enjoying signs of your garden coming to life, What insects and birds
have vou been noticing return? lere are a few reminders as the gardening season gets into gear, The garden
centers and native plant nurseries will be opening their doors seon—do you have a list of your plant wants yet?
Send your tips 10 the Newsletter Editor, Rebecca Chesin (spiralenso@ yahoo.com).
e Start turning your compost pile, if you have the energy...or a helper!
o A little ime spent weeding early in the spring while weeds are tender will save you extra work later.
when the weather is hotler.
e Spread up 1o 3-4 inches of wood chip mulch on beds to help conserve water and reduce weeds.
e Keep un eve out for the return of wildlife to your garden: dragonflies. caterpillars, and hummingbirds, to
name just a tew.
o Water any newly planted seedlings during drier periods 1o help them get well established.

e Cut off dried seed heads of spring bleoming flowers. Save seeds for propagating next spring, or direct
sow into the ground now.

* Do you remember thinking any of your plants were a bit leggy or just oo 1all tast ycar? Pinch them back
(W encourage denser. shorter growth-—and with more blooms. too!

e Don’t get so busy with your gardening work that you forget to enjoy the beauty of your native plants.
while sitting in the shade sipping an iced tea: your back needs the break.

Announcements

A BIG THANK YOU to Lakewinds Natural Food & Home store wha made a very generous contribution to
our Wild Ones chapter of funds (rony their Jan/Feb/Mar Green Pateh program. This program gives shuppers a
ereen patch for every bag they bring inw the store o use. Shoppers can then donale the patches to a not-for-
profit orgimization that focuses on caring for and protecting the envirenment. WO member Jane Moran was
instrumenzal in getting our chapter t be the recipient for this past guaners’ proceeds. Lakewinds also provided
food at cost and free beverages Tor vur national Conference last September. In addition to their new expanded
store i Minneronka. they also have stores in Anoka and Chanbassen. Stop inif you're in the area — they're
wonderful source for arganic foad and fots of other healthy foud and home items.

LAPTOP PROJE.CTOR NEEDED
Many speakers have wonderlul PowerPoint presentations (v illustrate their talks.
though most lack a projector as they are still rather expensive. We would like to be
able to offer this oplion as part of providing our members with the best coverage in
native plant-related topics. If you have a good sonree for a prajector or your
company would Jike to donate one to us in support of our mission please contuct
Mary Schommer at 612-729-5274.
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NEW MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT
Have you scen the new online group for members to discuss native plants? Ask questions. invite advice on
your dilemmas. share your expeniences, post pictures and more! Recent conversations have discussed property
edging. landscaping issues. and plants to grow in specific conditions. Visit this URL to join:
http:/ieroups. vahoo.com/groupy wildonesnativeplants

CONGRATULATIONS TO GREAT RIVER GREENING for being awarded the National Recreation and

Parks Assoctation Great Lakes Region Partnership Award for 2005! G.R.G. vollzborated with the City of

Brooklyn Park and the Narional Park Service on a restoration and redevelopment project in River Park. A 13-

acre, prolessionally designed natural park. it provides prairie, savanna, wetlands and an interpretive garden for

patrons (o enjoy while improving stormwater management and enhancing the water quality of the Mississippi
River.

NATIONAL W.0. MAKES REQUEST
Wild Ones National headguarters would like feedback from members (this means you!) on website and
revisions are being considered. Comments ure also invited about proposed purchase of a property near

. Appleton, Wisconsin. See the most recent issue of The Wild Ones Journal [ur details, or visit the website at
wy re.

OUR MEMBERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE

John Arthur has donated $80.00 1o the Twin Citics Wild Ones chapter. With a double match from his
employer. Ameripriae. our chapter benefits by $240.00. A huge thank you. John! We'tve benefited from John's
generosity in anuther way. He has provided the laplop projector and screen for severul of our weekly meetings.

Barb Gallagher added $25.00 1o the donation our chapter provided National for supporting vne issve of the
Journal. Thank you to Barb from all readers of the Journal!

These are great exawmples of people pilching in to muke a difference!

SPOTLIGHT: OUR LOCAL WEBSITE

We maintain o list of links on our chapler’s web pages for your use anu benelit. Have you seen them lately?
Check them out at weaw, for-wild org/chaptersawingilies/resources.itml. One resource is a directory of nutive
plant suppliers and landscapers on the Minnesota DNR's website

~Grant Challenge Comes To Our Chapter

Wild Ones Twin Citizs Chapter is one of a number of non-profit organizations that hay been the fortunate
recipient of 4 National Scienee Foundation gram, swarded to the Minnesota Science Muscum. Over the last
three years, the Science Museum has ncluded science groups trom all aver the state in this NS grant
effore; providing cach $600 with an expected $200 matching contribution. The primary goal was for these
organizalions to develop methods/products to better promote their missions.
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Roberta Moore, Mary Schommer, and Carolyn Harstad were the chapter representatives. They attended three
wuorkshops, as well as a “hands-on” design day; at which general communication skills were introduced and
ideas for a specific Wild Ones project were developed. As a result of their efforts, Wild Ones has initiated a
long-term program whose focus is 0 increase the awareness of native plants and Wild Ones among gurdeners
in the area. Qur primary goal is to reach out 10 people who are not familiar with native plants or night just be
curious about them, To do this a Wild Ones recomimended list of garden fnendly native plants will he
developed each year.

"

To launch this program, 11 plants that are native to Minnesota (6 perennials, 1 grass, | fern, 2 shrubs and 1

8l p v F g 5 !
tree} have hecn chosen. The theme for this initial year was more gencral — “getting people started with native
plants.” Sclected plunts are available al a mmber of local nuiserics and are easy to incorporate into any garden:

SUN LOVERS. ..
Black Chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa) sun or part shade
Prairie Dropseed (Sporoholus heterolepis)
Butterfly Milkweed tAsclepias tuberusa)
Purple Conetiower (Echinacea purpurca)
Prairie Smoke (Geum triflorum)

SHADL TOLERANT
Serviceberry (Amelanchier alnifolia) shade or part sun
Maidenhair Fern (Adiantum pedatumy
Wild Ginger (Asarum canadense)
Cardinal Flower tLohelia cardinalix)
Joe-Pye-Weed (Eupatorium maculatum)

. BOT11 SUN & SHADLE . ..
Pagoda dogwood (Cornus alternifolia)

To date a desktop tri-fold exhibil and a single handowt sheet have been developed. This spring/carly

summer these will he tested at a linnted number of venues. ta include selected large and small retail businesses
and possibly some wholesale outlets. A full promotion is planned for 2007, at which time corrections Lo the

! original products will have heen incoparated based on the 2006 test period and a brochure and slide show will
alsn be available, Tn the spring of 2007, we hope to distribute this throughout the Twin Cities 10 not only
gardening businesses. but ilso garden clubs. food coops. and environmental organizations. 0 name a few.

So keep your eyes peeled for the Wild Ones plant list and help promote its use! By Mary Schommer

Seed Germination Challenges
| At the April chapter meeting Rebeeca Chesin gave a brief presentation on the Pasque Flower (Anemomce
patens). She noted Lhat she had had absolutely no luck germinating this plant from seed. This led to a lively

discussion with ideas contributed by a number of members on how to make this work. [ am passing this
i_information un to you in the hopes that it will lead to suceess by others. Although da not go forth wath the




